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Professor Han Young Lee

July 2013 was the most difficult time in my 13 years of ministry. Having left Korea in first grade, I returned home

unexpectedly and immediately began ministry at Arthur A.A.U.S. Theological Seminary. However, numerous trials and

errors and difficulties had drained my sense of calling. Although I had been invited to teach Old Testament, my primary

mission was to serve 70 international graduate students from 20 to 30 countries. I had to personally shoulder the

financial burdens of each and every international student, who had left their hometowns and families behind and were

studying under difficult circumstances. I felt overwhelmed, losing the joy and gratitude of serving, as I struggled to cope

on my own.

Furthermore, five years of on-campus conflict had left me physically and mentally exhausted. I felt a sense of futility,

wondering how long I could continue to love these international students, who constantly sought favor and demanded

their rights over their responsibilities. I wanted to give up everything and rest. Then, by chance, I met Pastor Kyung-

Wook Hae of the American Ttokamsa Mission Church. Pastor Hae invited our students to the Spark retreat. As always, I

prayed for our students to receive grace and become spiritually mature servants of the Lord.

However, as Spark progressed, God made me realize that I, as a professor, needed to receive grace before the students.

Especially through the Spark volunteers, who came from a long, difficult life as immigrants in the United States and

personally demonstrated the love of God through their unimaginable service, I came to realize just how much God loved

me and how insignificant the service I had thought I was giving to our students was. Our students, unanimously

declaring their commitment to becoming servants, to sharing love rather than receiving it, entered the crucible of

grace. Although it was a short three-day and two-night program, Spark allowed us to experience the love of God

through the two organic channels of the Word and service. We doubt love. We say love spoils people. However, through

Spark, I became convinced that true love, no matter how abundant or excessive, never destroys a person. All we have

to do is love until death. Just as our Lord demonstrated, we must love until death.

One Bible verse that comes to mind when I think of SPARK is:

“This is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us.” (1

John 3:23)

What We Must Do Is Love Until Death



Rev. Raveen (Student at ACTS, Ph.D)

Spark. The retreat was the best of all the retreats I've ever attended. The dedication, love, and service

of the team members who served at the retreat felt like experiencing the presence of Christ firsthand.

Their humble attitude and missionary schedule seemed to say, "This is what it means to believe in

Jesus."At the Spark retreat, I studied the words of God through the lectures delivered by the

instructors and learned how to live as a Christian and a servant of God. The Spark retreat was a

Christ-centered retreat. The Spark retreat program included many special parts I had never

experienced before. Just as a small spark can illuminate the whole world, it was filled with programs

encouraging me to spread God's word to all around me. In particular, through the program on

crucifying my sins on the cross, I experienced a sense of unity within myself and freedom from my

shortcomings. I could feel the Spirit of God working through every part of the retreat, and although it

lasted a long time, I never felt tired or bored for a moment.

During the final celebration, the volunteers of Ttokamsa Mission Church dressed in traditional clothes

from various cultures and joyfully served us. Their example made me want to serve others in the same

way. The SPARK Retreat prepared by Ttokamsa Mission Church was well-balanced both spiritually and

physically. The church’s love, care, humility, and excellent preparation made the retreat incredibly

rich and meaningful.

If someone asked me what is one thing I absolutely must experience in life, I would answer without

hesitation:

"I want to attend the SPARK Retreat again!"

Those who exemplified the life of faith in Jesus


